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Winning Appeal

Clean, uncluttered designs, a blending of materials, improved storage capabilities, the
evolution of metal finishes and more white and grey tones were among the key trends
evident in the winners of KEDN's inaugural Kitchen & Bath Design Awards.

BY JANICE COSTA

hile trends come and go, and good desipgn is an ev-
cr-evalving art form, beautiful, livable spaces remain
timeless — and that was clearly evident in the winners
of KBDN’s inaugural Kitchen & Bath Design Awards.

Clean and simple designs, a mixing of materials, improved
space planning and a continued love of white were seen ina
number of the top kitchen designs, while in the bath, larger,
curbless showers, lalge-funnat, mornochromatic tile and a tran-
quil, zen-like vibe were the hallmarks of many of the winning
designs (see related Editorial, Page 7).
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JTREND:MIXED MATERIALS
Designed by Lari Carroll and
co-designer Soloway Interiors,

Lori Carroll & Assaciates;
Tucson, AZ

The independent design competition, which was launched
in January, drew some 300 entries in a total of nine categories,
including Best Kitchen Over $100,000; Best Kitchen $50,000-
$100,000; Best Kitchen Under $50,000; Best Master Bath Over
$30,000; Best Master Bath Under $30,000; Best Powder Room;
Best Kitchen Showroom; Best Universal Design Kitchen or
Bath, and Best Specialty Project.

The entries were open to design professionals whose projects
were completed between November 1, 2014 and May 16, 2016,
with projects judged on aesthetic appeal, functionality of the
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space, attention to detadl, handling of unusual situations, origi-
nality, selection of colors and finishes and overall impression.

A panel of top design professionals judged the Kitchen
& Bath Design Awards entries in a two-step process over the
course of several days, culling out the top entries and examin-
ing each carefully to choose the winning designs. Judges in-
cluded Gene Benvenuti, Benvenuti and Stein Tne., Winnetka,
1L; Susan Broderick, CKD, CBD, CID, UDCP, Broderick
Design Associates, Sacramento, CA; Jennifer Gilmer, CKD,
Jennifer Gilmer Kitchen & Bath, Chevy Chase, MD, and Kathy
Manzella, de Giulio kitchen design, Chicago, IL.

TOP TRENDS

While each design brought something unique to the table,
there were several common trends apparent in many of the
winning projects.

A return to simplicity was evident in a number of the
designs, according to Benvenuti, who notes, “In terms of the
look, it's cleaner and definitely less cumbersorne, less ornate.
I think cleaner and simpler is much more of a trend, more
transitional”

He also cited a growing move toward blending materials,
stating, “Rarely are there any kitchens where they're all one ma-
terial [anymore]. Either there's a blend of counlertops, a blend of
cabinet colors, or sometimes wood is blended in. [We're seeing
a lot of | blending of woods and different countertop surfaces.”
And, he adds, “I really like the way counters are taking on a lite
of their own, especially islands. Islands are becoming a mix of
materials —i.c. glass and stone, wood and stone, etc.”

Benvenuti also pointed to a change in the detailing of coun-
lertops, with thicknesses going up o six inches and elaborale
stonework being done in some of the higher-end kitchens.

While aesthetics are what people notice most, he believes
there’s a greater tocus on functionality right now, including
more thoughltful use of space, “Upper cabinels are not as nec-
cgsary or prominent as they have been in the past. But there
are a lot of cool storage devices inside lower cabinets [which|
opens up lots of possibilities — more window walls, and more
visually open spaces because you don't have upper cabinets
blocking views.”

Gilmer points to “metal finishes other than stainless steel
or the usual metals” as one trend that was evident in the win-
ning designs, citing brass and bronze as examples. She adds,
“Not only are the actual metals [hot|, but tiles that are painted
to look like metal, or sometimes wood painted to look like
metal [is also on trend]. So metal is morphing into a different
loak onto different materials.”

Another trend she saw was herringbone. “Herringbone is
coming back on the floor and on walls in both wood and in
tile — wonderful wall treatments. It adds a lot of interest and it
really has a pleasing pattern.”



TREND: CURBLESS SHOWERS

ed by Mary AnnHesseldenZ
D. Scott Baker, Baker Hesseldenz De
Tucson, AZ
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TREND: CLEAN & SIMPLE
Designed by Sandra Diaz-Velasco,
Eolo A&I Design,Inc., Miami, FL
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Cilmer also points to an increase in “high-pressure lami-
nales thal look like wood and actually have lexture, These are
great because they stand the test of time, they look wondertul,
they're easy to maintain, they are environmentally friendly and
they are less expensive.”

In the bath, she saw “big tiles that were all the same color,
typically white, that created a beautiful pattern that’s almost
like a deeply embossed wallpaper. This adds a really nice back-
drop to maybe a freestanding tub, which is also very popular”

Tike Benvenuti, Broderick sees the trend toward simplicity
remaining hol. She notes, "As we see all the books on ‘unclut-
tering’ our lives come out, so, toa, do we see design becoming
less cluttered. There will always be the oceasional client that
wants the heavy Clive Christian look, but it is my experience
that clients are looking to simplify their lives and this is ex-
tending to their homes and these entries — cleaner lines, less
fussy moldings and cabinetry, improved storage capabilities,
improved space planning and a desire for light and a view.”

TREND:LARGE-FORMAT TILES
Designed by Nar Bustamante & Ashlee
Richardson, Nar Fine Carpentry, Inc.,
Carmichael, CA
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She also notes the perennial appeal of white, saying, “The
while kilchen is nol going away — and thal was evident in con-
temporary, transitional and traditional entries.”

Finally, she points to several other trends, incduding
“the beautiful use of curvilinear and rectangular lines in
the contemporary entries, dramatic use of light and dark
features (such as dark cabinetry contrasted with light
countertops), the addition of strong color or texture as
an accent, waterfall edges on cabinetry and live edge
detailz on wood” as elements that helped to create truly
winning designs.

As she concludes, “To my way of thinking, [the attention
to all of these details] shows how really good designers are
thinking through the use of the elements and principles of de-
sign, given all of the new and wonderful choices of materials
we have to work with.”

See expanded coverage of all of the winning projects with
photos and details on pages 44-76. m
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SANDRA DIAZ-VELASCO
Eolo A&l Design, Inc., Miami, FL

The design of this Deering Bay, FL-based kitchen, created by
Sandra Diaz-Velasco of Folo A&I Design in Miami, was based
on two specific needs of this busy mom: her desire to enter-
tain, and her work as a professional caterer who uses the space
for her business.

Each aspect demnanded a total architectural renovation of
the home, with the kitchen space as the key area. A modern
and dean style that coordinated with the rest of the home was
desired, and a focus on form and function was a must.

The original kitchen was closed ofl and confined, with the
space hroken between a small breaktast arca and a corridor.
Poor lighting and insufficient appliances were major draw-
backs, as was a lack of storage for catering tools.

The completed kitchen is an industrial-like tunctional space
with semi-industrial capacities. The clean white incorporated
throughout the room —including the glossy frameless custom

cabinetry from Alonso Pereira Cabinets and Compac quartz
countertops and backsplash in Absolute Blanc — needed to
withstand stains and high-volume use. Striking a dramatic con-
trast with the stark white are dark open shelves and a drop ceil-
ing panel, which add warmth to the space. Faux wood porcelain
Nooring [tom Cifre Ceramica also helps to ground the room.

Upgraded appliances were a must for the kitchen’s catering
function, and include a range hood, cooktop, double wall oven,
microwave, refrigerator and freezer, all from Thermador, along
with a Bosch dishwasher. The deep double stainless steel sink
is from Franke, paired with a Kohler taucet.

For entertaining, the kitchen was opened up to the family
room, and a kitchen island was installed to allow for comfort-
able guest seating. The island also provides an ample work
surface for the owner's catering duties, A wine storage area was
also added to the kitchen for use when entertaining guests.
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SANDRA DIAZ-VELASCO
Eolo A&l Design, Inc., Miami, FL

Second-place honors in this category also went to Diaz-Velasco
of Eolo A& Design in Miami, who recreated the full interior
of this 1970s condo for a California bachelor who works in
Miami. The client’s request was for a design that reflected his
California style, but with a Miami Hair, and for an open Hoor
plan that would work well for entertaining clients and show-
casing his art collection.

The original layout of the outdated two-bedroom apart-
ment had the social area separated from the kitchen, a room
that alse lacked storage and functional lighting.

Diaz-Velasco began by opening up the space into the living
area to allow for better How when entertaining. The same
flooring — oversized 24"x48" gray tile from Cifres Ceramica —
was used throughout the space to provide a cohesive look.

The kitchen itself was separated into two areas — the back for
storage, the front for entertaining. Along the rear wall are concealed
floor-te-ceiling custom storage cabinets from Alonso Pereira,
grouped with other similar objects and appliances. Included
are a wall oven, microwave, cooktop and refrigerator from
KitchenAid. A Bosch dishwasher is also featured in the space.

The front area, which connects to the open living room,
includes custorn lower cabinets, also from Alonso Pereira,
artsy lighting and floating shelves for a clean, uncluttered look.
Quartz surfacing in Coffee from Zetti, as well as a customn
Stoncworks sink and Hansgrohe Talis faucet, arc also featured.
The Porcelain Calacatta backsplash from Marble of the World
adds to the classic, art gallery-like design.

B2 Kitchen & Bath Design News = August 2016












